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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -34 have been examined. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This action is in response to Amendment A filed 1 2/1 2/2005. Claims 1 ,6-9, 1 8, 
and 23-26 have been amended. Claims 33-34 have been added as new. This action is 
Final. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(bj the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. . ^ , 

Claims 1-4,6-9,1 1-16,18-21, 23-3\rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Humpleman et al ("Humpleman", US 6,198,479). 

As per independent claim 1 , Humpleman teaches a method for interfacing with a 
device connected to a set-top box comprising: accessing a graphical user interface 
(GUI) on a partitioned screen coupled to said set-top box (Column 5 lines 64-67) using 
a remote control unit (Column 23 line 45 - Column 24 line 5); selecting said connected 
device by accessing a menu in said GUI (Column 14 lines 27-34) using the remote 
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control unit (Column 23 line 45 - Column 24 line 5); and sending a signal from said set- 
top box to said connected device wherein said signal causes said connected device to 
enter a new state (Column 14 lines 34-41 ). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said new state is an on state (Figure 10, Power). 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1 , Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said new state is an off state (Figure 10, Power). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said connected device is a light (Column 1 lines 23-34). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said connected device is a media player (Column 1 lines 23-34). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said connected device is an audio player (Column 1 lines 23-34), 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 1, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said connected device is a security device (Column 1 lines 23-34). 

As per independent claim 9, Humpleman teaches a method for interfacing with a 
device connected to a set-top box comprising: accessing a graphical user interface 
(GUI) on a partitioned screen coupled to said set-top box (Column 5 lines 64-67) using 
a remote control unit (Column 23 line 45 - Column 24 line 5); defining an event in said 
GUI (Column 21 lines 10-19); defining one or more rules related to said event in said 
GUI (Column 21 lines 24-33); determining if said event has occurred (Column 21 lines 
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30-33); applying said rules to said device with said set-top box, if said event has 
occurred (Column 21 lines 30-33). 

As per claim 1 1 , which is dependent on claim 9, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said step of determining further comprises using said set-top box to determine 
the occurrence of said event (Column 21 lines 14-33). 

As per independent claim 12, Humpleman teaches a method for interfacing with 
a device connected to a set-top box comprising: accessing a graphical user interface 
(GUI) on a partitioned screen coupled to said set-top box (Column 5 lines 64-67); 
defining a layout for a room in said GUI (Figure 7); defining a location for a connected 
device in said layout using said GUI (Column 13 lines 66-67, Column 14 lines 1-12); 
and receiving an indication in said GUI at said location in said layout, when said 
connected device changes a state (Column 17 lines 1-15). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 12, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said connected device is a light (Column 1 lines 23-34). 

As per claim 14, which is dependent on claim 12, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said state is an on state (Figure 10, Power). 

As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 12, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said state is an off state (Figure 10, Power). 

As per claim 16, which is dependent on claim 11, Humpleman teaches a method 
wherein said event is a time, further comprising: activating a clock in said set-top box; 
and determining when said clock reaches said time (Column 21 lines 24-33). 
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Claim 18 is similar in scope to that of claim 1 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 19 is similar in scope to that of claim 2 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 20 is similar in scope to that of claim 3 and is therefore rejected under 

similar rationale. 

Claim 21 is similar in scope to that of claim 4 and is therefore rejected under 

similar rationale. 

Claim 23 is similar in scope to that of claim 6 and is therefore rejected under 

similar rationale. 

Claim 24 is similar in scope to that of claim 7 and is therefore rejected under 

similar rationale. 

Claim 25 is similar in scope to that of claim 8 and is therefore rejected under 

similar rationale. 

Claim 26 is similar in scope to that of claim 9 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 27 is similar in scope to that of claim 12 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 28 is similar in scope to that of claim 13 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 29 is similar in scope to that of claim 14 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 
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Claim 30 is similar in scope to that of claim 15 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 31 is similar in scope to that of claim 16 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

As per claim 33, which is dependent on claim 9, Humpleman teaches a method, 
further comprising customizing the GUI with a room set-up mode (Column 14 lines 1- 
10). 

Claim 34 is similar in scope to that of claim 33 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5,10,17,22, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Humpleman et a! ("Humpleman", US 6,198,479) in view of Jeon et al 
("Jeon", US 5,822,012). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1, Humpleman fails to particularly 
point out a heater or air conditioner. However, Jeon teaches a method wherein said 
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connected device is a heater or an air conditioner (Column 2 lines 58-63). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the 
teaching of Jeon into the method of Humpleman. Motivation to do so would have been 
include a heater or an air conditioner since Humpleman includes all well-known home 
devices that are typical in a home. 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 9, Humpleman-Jeon teaches a 
method wherein said step of determining further comprises using said connected device 
to determine the occurrence of said event (Column 2 lines 49-56). 

As per claim 17, which is dependent on claim 10, Humpleman fails to particularly 
point out a motion sensor connected to the security system. However, Jeon teaches a 
method wherein said event is a motion at a location and said connected device is a 
motion detector coupled to a camera, further comprising activating said motion detector; 
determining when said motion at said location occurs (Column 2 lines 49-56); activating 
said camera; and transmitting one or more images from said camera to said GUI via 
said set-top box (Column 2 lines 42-48, lines 54-57). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Jeon into 
the method of Humpleman. Motivation to do so would have been alert users of the 
status of sensing data that they may not be aware of. 

Claim 22 is similar in scope to that of claim 15 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 32 is similar in scope to that of claim 17 and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/12/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicants argue that Humpleman does not teach accessing a GUI using a 
remote and actually Humpleman teaches away from the use of remote control unit. 
Humpleman does in fact discourage the use of a remote control, but for each specific 
device. However, Humpleman teaches using one remote control with his invention to 
control all of the devices (Column 23 line 45 - Column 24 line 5). 

Applicants also argue that Humpleman fails to teach a layout system in Figure 7, 
stating that Figure 7 actually just shows icons arranged on a display page. The 
Examiner disagrees and points out that Humpleman expressly teaches arranging the 
devices according to the placement in the home, which is defining a layout for a room 
(Column 14 lines 1-10). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan F. Pitaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4071 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm M-Th, and 
alternating F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ryan Pitaro ) 



Art Unit 2174 
Patent Examiner 
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